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RupununiBirding Tour

Guyana is a small Englispeaking country located on the Atlantic Coast of South
America, east of Venezuela and west of Suriname. Deserving of its reputation as
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Birding group enjoying a great view of a Tréeed Slothnear Atta Lodge
habitats stretch from the protected shell beach and mangrove forest along the
northern coast, across the vast untouched rainforest of the interior, to the wide
open savannah of #tnRupununi in the south. Guyana hosts more than 850 different
species of birds covering over 70 families. Perhaps the biggest attraction is the 45+



Guianan Shield endemic species that are more easily seen here than any other
country in South America.

These soughfafter nearendemic species include everything from the ridiculous to

the sublime- from the outrageous Capuchinbird with a bizarre voice unlike any

other avian species to the unbelievably stunning Guianan-Gbtike-Rock. While
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be overlooked, such as Rufetisoated, Whiteplumed and Wingbarred Antbirds,
Graywinged Trumpeter, Rufowsinged Ground Cuckoo, Bloadlored
Woodpecker, Rufous Crdtawk, Guianan Re@otinga, Whitewinged Potoo, Black
Curassow, Sun Parakeet, Red SiskinrBRaaco Antbird, and the Dusky Purpletuft.

These are just a few of the many spectacular birding highlights that can be seen in

this amazing country.

Not only is Guyana a remarkalbirding destination, but it also offers tourists the
opportunity to observe many other unique fauna. The elusive Jaguar can
sometimes be seen along trails and roadways. Several species of monkeys including
Red Howler, Black Spider, Wedtppped Capuchin,Brown Capuchin,
Goldenhanded Tamarin, Browearded Saki and Squirrel Monkey are frequently
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Capybara, Black Caiman (the largest member of the alligator family), Shoiths
Giant Otters. Other animals that are either less common or more elusive and
therefore less likely but still possible to find are Tapir, Anaconda, Puma, and Giant
Anteater. The largest freslater scaled fish in the world, the Arapaima, can be
obsened, along with an amazing diversity of reptiles and amphibians that will
enhance your birding adventure.

THE TOUR AT A GLANCE

Day 1 Arrival day
Day 2 Georgetown and Surrounding

Day 3 Atta Lodge and Surrounding



Day 4 Atta Lodge and Surrounding

Day 5 Atta Lodge to Surama Lodge

Day 6 Surama Lodge and Surrounding

Day 7 Surama Lodge to Caiman House Lodge

Day 8 Caiman House Lodge and surrounding

Day 9 Caiman House to Manari Ranch via Karasabaitfier Sun Parakeet
Day 10 Manari Ranch and Surroundirgnd Flight to Georgetown

Day 11 International flight back home

Day 1,0ur tour will begin from the Cheddi Jaghmernational Airport. You tour leader Leon
E : 5 . Moore or driver will be waiting to collect you
from the Airport and transfer you to your
hotel. The driver from the airport can take
approximately 1 hours during the late hours
of the night or up to 2 hours depeling on the
flow of traffic during the day time.
Georgetown is located in the north of Guyana
on the Atlantic coast, and about a oitieird
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English speaking metropolis.

(Blood-coloured Woodpecker) The Georgetown Botanical Garden is a wonderful
spot, despite their location in central Georgetown there are exclusive grounds of large tropical
trees, lawns and wetland provided for some exciting birding. Some of the species we lgre like
to see includes Great Blatlawk, Common Bladkawk, Zondailed Hawk, Snail Kite, Green
rumped Parrotlet, Great Horned Owl, Orangenged and, Yellowrowned Amazons in very good
numbers and Festive Parrot. Whibellied Piculet, Windparred SeedeaterWattle Jacana,
White-throated Toucan, Pied Watdryrant, ReeShoulder Macaw, Yelloshinned Spinetalil,
Grayish Salator and a number of other amazing birds. Birding in the garden gives a great
introduction to the birds of Guyana.

Overnight at the Grand Coastal Hotel (L,D)



Day2, Mahaica River tour, Bounty Farm or Botanical Garden Tour.

Hoatzin Blood-coloured Woodpecker Rufous CratHawk

This Morning we will leave our hotel at 5:00am and head eastward along the Atlantic coast to
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system. We very often see the beautiful Blecoloured Woodpecker among many other target

birds as well. The rare and elusive Blamdoured Woodpecker is a species most birdwatchers

visiting Guyana wish to add to their birdihgt and we have a very good chance of seeing it or
perhaps, taking some pictures. The Blemdored Woodpecker is among one of the restricted

species to the narrow coastal plains and is considered a Guianan shield endemic species.

On the way to Mahaicar on the return trip, we will be stopping at some of the milats and

mangrove forest for a chance to observe several birds. These includes the very colorful Scarlet

Ibis, Little blue, Tricolored and Cocoi Heron. talgd and Guibilled Tern, Semipaiated
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Flycatcher, Lesser Nighthawk at day roost, Pied Water Tyrant, Bicolored Conebiih&latdd

Mango, Spotted Tod¥lycatcher, Rufous Crattawk and many othempecies.



(Greentailed Jacamar) (GuianarHReder Monkey)

Once we arrive at the Mahaica river, we will begin the tour. Other birds we often see along the
river includes, Blackollared Hawk, Black Hawk Eagle, Bakatshrike, Blackrested Antshrike,
Silvered Antbird, Striped Cuckoo, Little Cuckoo, Gte#ed Jacamar, Longinged Harrier,
Brownthroated Parakeet, Redhoulder Macaw, Orang&inged and Yelloverowned Parrot,
Wingedbarred Seedeater, Palereasted Spietail, Whitetailed Goldenthroat, Greetailed
Goldenthroat, Whitebellied Piculet and many other species.

We will keep our eyes out for the Guianan Red Howler Monkeys as this is the best place to see
and photograph them. If we see them, you will nottbey are quite happy to sit around in the
trees without even feeling scared of you; a clear sign that they are not hunted nor do they have
any predators around this area. With good weather, this should be a trip that is well worth doing.

After Lunch, if here is enough time to get to Bounty Farm, we will head south to this amazing
birding hotspot. The farm is located about 1.5 hour away from the Hotel. Note; during the
afternoon, the area we have to drive most times have heavy traffic and this can calays de
getting to the farm with enough time for birding. Some of the species we often see here includes,
Rufousbreasted Hermit, Slenddsilled Kite, Blackhroated Mango, Greeithroated Mango,
Bloodcoloured Woodpecker, Creanvlored Woodpecker, and theutrageous Crimscilooded
Manakin. Bounty Farm is the only place on the tour where you will have a chance to see this
Manakin. If the fig trees are fruiting during the time of the tour, we stand a very good chance of
seeing the beauty. If not, then it i®ry difficult and almost impossible to see because they are
attracted by the fig trees. If we do not have enough time to visit this farm, then we can return to
the Botanical Gardens. Some of the likely species in the gardens includes, ther@rgea
Parotlet, Great Horned Owl, Orangeinged and, Yellowrowned Amazons in very good
numbers and this is the only place to see our target; Hestive Parraot White-bellied Piculet,



Wingbarred Seedeater, Wattle Jacana, WHiteoated Toucan, Pied Watdryrant, Red
Shoulder Macaw, Yelleshinned Spinetail, Grayish Salator and a number of other amazing birds.

Overnight at the Grand Coastal Hotel (B.L.D)

Day 3,Georgetown to Atta Lodgé\fter an early breakfast at younotel, you will be transfeto
ogle airport where you willconnect with your
scheduled flight to Lethem.rém here you will be
transferby 4x4 to Atta Lodgd.ethem is the capital of
Region 9 and is a hub linking many of the surrounding
villages to Georgetown. The Takutu River Bridge over
the Takutu River was rently completed and now links
the two countries. The newly built bridge is expected
to bring Brazilian goods to the Georgetown harbor
which would be faster than shipping through Brazilian
ports.

flight to Lethem is approximately one hour and the
transfer b Atta Lodge via dirt road is approximately
three hours including dew stops for birding and
possibly and possibly wildlife sighting especially the
very strange but beautiful Giant Anteater which we
(Crimson Fruitcrow) would have seen on previous trips. Since this will be
your first time in this part of the region, we may see birds like therdadnd Maguari Stork,
Savanna Hawk, Redhouldered Macaw, Plumbeous Seedeater, Aplomado Falcon, \téiigd
Hawk, King VultureOrangebacked Troupial, Crested Bobwhite, Common and Pisasted
GroundDove, Pinnated and many other birds. Bittagpon arrival you will be welcome by the
staff before having Lunch then settle into your roofthe Atta Rainforest Lodge is situated
approximately 750 meters from the Iwokrama Canopy Walkway.

The walkway has three platforms, the highest of which is over 30 meters above the ground, and
these will allow us to get great looks at a range of canopy species. Among the likely highlights are
Painted, and Goldewinged Parakeets, Caica Parrot, Guianaiffdtd, Waved and Golden
collared Woodpeckers and Spotlk A f SRX ¢ BiRgedAntwienys Rrhelwallkvay is also an
excellent place to look for various species of Cotingas including the Dusky Purpletuft- Purple
throated Fruitcrow, Pompadour and Spangf@édtinga and if there are any suitable fruiting trees
nearby, we stand a good chance of seeing these birds as well as-Breptded Cotinga.

Another area where we will want to spend some time is the clearing around the lodge, as this is
one of the bestplaces to see the Crimson Fruitcrow. This species is seen here on a reasonably
regular basis, as it often comes to feed in some of the nearby trees.



The clearing is also a site for Black Curassow as there is a family party that comes out to feed on
the forest edge. With reasonable luck, we should be able to add this bird to the impressive list of
species we hope to see around the lodge and walkway.

Overnight at Atta Lodge (B,L,D)

Day 4 Atta Rainforest Lodge and EnvironBhis morning we will head out to the walkway at first
light for opportunities to spot canopy species
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Antwren, Pygmyfyrant, Guianan Tuxanet,
Green Aracari, Painted Parakeet, Screaming
Piha, Blaclheaded Parrot, Guianan Puffbird,
Dusky Purpletuft, Great Jacamar, Paradise
Tanager, Bludacked Tanager, Goldesided
Euphonia, Purple and Green Honeycreepers,
Blackfaced Dacnis, LoHglled Gatwren,
Buff-cheeked Greenlet, Tiny Tyraktanakin
and Black Nunbird. This entire morning will
involve birding on the canopy walkway and
the trails around the lodge.

Within the forest that surrounds the lodge we
can look for Blackaced Hawk, Spotted
Antpitta, RedandBlack Grosbeak, Grey
winged Trumpeter, Cayenne Jay, Amazonian
(Black Curassow) Barred Woodcreeper, Reuilled Woodcreeper,
Helmeted Pygmyfyrant, Painted Todklycatcher, Ferruginodsacked Antbird, Guianan
Warbling Antbird, Whitecrested Spadebill, and Waved, Chestnut and-Rexked Woodpeckers.

After lunch, we will spend the afternoon birding on the main road through the lwokrama Forest
and also visit another nearby white sand fales (2 G F NBS{G bt Yeldw I St y Q:
throated Flycatcher, Guianan Red Cotinga, Bronzy Jacamasdedtgtl Tinamou, Guianan
Schiffronis and many other amazing birds within this forest. Meanwhile, along the main road, we
will be looking for Bludaded Tanager, Guianan Streaked Antwren,-Agiged Antwren, Spet
winged Antwren, Goldesided Euphonia Amazonian and Mows®ored Antshrike, Reddish
Hermit, Tiny TyranManakin, Roséreasted Chat, Black and Redoated Caracaras, Guianan
Trogon, Goldeswinged Parakeet and Yellegreen Grosbeaks are all possibilities. While birding
along the road, we will also keep our eyes open for the eludaguar and Tapiwhich we
sometimes see at dawn and dusk. On our way back to Atta Lodge, we will use flaghlights
spotlights to do some night birding, mainly looking for Owls and Potoos. This is a great place to
look for Whitewinged Potoo, Great Potoo, Common Potoo and Lailgd Potoo, plus Northern
Tawnybellied ScreectOwl, Spectacled Owl, Blablanded Owl, Arazonian Pygmpwl and
Crested Owl.



Overnight at Atta Rainforest Lodge (B,L,D)

Days5, Visit to the Harpy Eagle Nest sit€his morning we will rise before dawn for an expedition

to see a very special bird, the incomparable Harpy Eagle. This, the largest eagle in the world,
(although the Phillipine Eagle weighs more), is one of the most seaftgrt species among
birders wortl-wide. We will leave Atta Lodge approximately 5:00am with packed breakfast by
4x4 and head north towards the Amerindian village of Fairview. This community is located on the
right bank or the mighty Essequibo river within the lwokrama Forest.

The Iwokrana Rainforest is a vast wilderness of one million hectares, a protected area that was
established in 1996 as the Iwokrama International
Centre for Rainforest Conservation and Development.
The Iwokrama Forest is in the heart of one of four last
untouched tiopical forests of the world¢ The Guiana
Shield of NorthREastern South America. Iwokrama was
established as a living laboratory for tropical forest
management because the unsustainable utilization of
these forests will result in the extinction of half the
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changes to global climate.

This is a protected area with a differengethe full
involvement of people. Iwokrama is exceptional
among conservation organizations because it joins
with local people in every aspeof its work. From
research to business, Iwokrama ensures local
economic and social benefits from forest use and
conservation. The Forest is in the homeland of the
(Harpy Eagle) Makushi people, who have lidehere and used the
forest for thousands of years. People are a vital part of the ecosystem, and the success of
Iwokrama relies on the ownership of local people and the combined skills of specialists and
communities. Iwokrama does what so many Internatioo@anventions have acknowledged as
best practice. It has begun conservation locally and integrated conservation into national
development.

Harpy Eagle nests approximately ever§ ears. The female sometime lays two eggs and takes
nearly two months tancubate them. When the chicks hatch, the stronger of the two usually
pushes the weaker from the nest; Harpy Eagles raise only one chick at a time. When a young
chick is being fed, the male brings food to the female and young about once every 3.5Adays.
the chick grows and both adults are hunting, they bring food to the nest about every 2.5 days.
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within 100 meters of the nest for more than a year aftertthas the parents continue to provide

its food. Even after the young eagle flies, the parents will continue to provide some food for
another year or so and the birds will stay in the general vicinity of the nest.




This nesting site was recently foung members of the community. It is located about a 20
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before stopping at the day roost of the elusive Rufous Potoo. To access this roost, it requires
hiking onflat terrain for about 1520 minutes. This trail sometimes has water at around ankle

height in some sections, so please be prepared for this. Once we can locate this GEM, we will
enjoy the views and continue our journey back to Atta Lodge for Lunch.

Theafternoon will be spent either on the walkway or along some of the trails surrounding the
Lodge

Overnight at Atta Lodge (B.L.D)

Day 6 Atta Rainforest Lodge to Surama Lodge via Gotikhe-Rock LekToday we will rise

before dawn, have some coffee, and then

take our final morning at Atta Lodge

birding the clearing around the Lodge to

try for a few of our target species that we

might have missed or to just get better
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Aracari, Guianan Toucanet,
Guianan Trogon, Painted Tody

Flycatcher, Guianan Tyrannulet and more.

After our early morning birding and

breakfast, we will venture onward to

Surama Lodge with an important stop at a

(Guianan Coclof-the Rock) Guinean Cochkf-the-Rock lek, where this

dlddzyyAya 0ANR A& NB3IdzE I NYT & aSSy Fa GKS -YIfSa

minute walk on a flat forest trail. We should have a good chance to sdephotograph this

unique bird. Some other species regularly seen along this trail include ¥ellesv Jacamar,

Rufouswinged Ground Cuckoo, Spotted Antpitta, Amazonian Motmot, Scarlet anehfed

green Macaws, Painted Parakeet, Whiltemed and Rufouthroated Antbird, and more. We

then continue to the Amerindian village of Surama, where you will be welcomed by the staff and

then settle in to your basic accommodation for the next two nights.

The Amerindian community of Surama is located in the hefaGuyana. The village is set in five

square miles of savannah which is ringed by the fe@& S NBER t F 1 I NAYIlI a2dzyil

inhabitants are mainly made up of the Makushi people, one of the nine indigenous people of

Guyana, and they still observeany of the traditional practices of their ancestors. After lunch,

will venture out into the savanna and through the forest for a chance to find Wtageed

Xenopsaris and the Soetapped Hermit. We will continue back out along the main road to

target brd like Crimson Fruitcrow, Olikgreen Tyrannulet, Blueheeked Parrot, Caica Parrot,

Dusky Parrot, Painted Parakeet, Variable Chachaca, Black SBatteekt, Tiny Hawk and many

other targets Depending on how productive our afternoon is on the road, wewsit and return

ax
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back to the Lodge after Sunset while using our spot lights looking for other night birds and
mammals of we are lucky.

Overnightat Surama Lodge (B,L,D)

Day? Surama and Enwrons‘t‘oday we will spend the entire morning birding along the Burro
5 ? ». Burro River trail. After an early breakfaste

= will spend a few minutes birding around the
Lodge as this is a great place to observe many
species of birds as the sun comes up. We
often see birds like Scarlet Macaw, Ratt-
-y Green Macaw, Browthroated Parakeet,

" Yellowcrowned Parrot, Mealy and Orange

"GAY3ISR tIFINNRGD® {LAEQ&
Lesser Elaenia, Wedgaled Grasd=inch,

» , &, 7 : Savanna Hawk, Scaled Pigeon among many

(Black Splder Monkey) other birdseither flying over the clearingr
perched in the trees at the forest edge at the Lodge.

The trail heading down to the Burro Burro River is another very good place to look for birds and
possibly Monkeys, such as Black Spider Monkey, Wedgped Capuchin Monkey and Guianan
Red Howler Mnkey. In Addition, @me of thebird species that are likely to sean the trail
includes the Rufousapped Antthrush, Blaelaced Antthrush, Capuchinbird, Fatgiled Awlbill,
Redlegged Tinamou, Ferruginotscked Antbird, Rufouthroated and Whiteplumed Antbird,
Dusky Purpletuft, Guianan Toucanet, Guianan Red Cotinga and many other amazing birds.

During our stay at Surama Lodge, we also have a chance to target the very difficult Ocellated
Crake. We will also try for Spotted Antpitta, Gxaynged Tumpeter, Tiny TyranManakin,
Waved Woodpecker, Rduilled, ChestnutRumped and the Guianan Woodcreeper. We will
remain alert in hopes of spotting the very elusive Rufairsged Ground Cuckoo, and since our
guides have found an area where this rare bied lbeen seen on several trips, we will be on the
lookout for this amazing bird. We will return toetthodge for Lunch.

As the afternoon cools, we will visit a nearby day roost of the very strange Great Potoo. This is a
wonderful area for other birds l& Guianan Trogon, Lesser Kiskadee, Glesaked Trogon,
White-throated Toucan, Rethroated Caracara, Bladleaded Parrot, Muscovy Duck, White
tailed GoldenthroatSulphury Flycatcher, and many other.

Overnight at Surama Lodge (B,L,D)

Day 8,Transfer to Caiman Houséfter another early breakfast, we will transfer to Caiman House with
stops along the way to check a few forest edges and nsangnnah ponds. If we are lucky, skould
come across some more common species such as@reed WoodRail, Cocoi Heron, Magu&stork,

D «



Buff-necked Ibis, and the stunning Jabiru Stork. Raptors in the area include Savannaaiédit&reat
Black and Zontiled Hawk. The morning
journey will end at Caiman House where we will
be welcomed by the staff, settle in to our
accommodéon, and then have lunch.

Caiman House Field Station was built in

Yupukari by an American family who moved to

the area so Peter Taylor could conduct a field

study on Black Caiman (Melanosuchus niger),

the largest member of the alligator

family and a species that is listed by CITES as

endangered. Black Caiman are severely

depleted in nearly all of their former range, but
(Rupununi Savanna) are found in abundance in the waters of the
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role, as well as its context within local communities. By basing the study in a local village, and using local
residents as assistants, it will hopefully
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that a healthy population could lead to a sustainable resource, possibly through ecotourism.
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having a job with a National Geographic crew.

Our afternoon will be spent patrolling the gallery forest surrounding Caiman House in search for
more target species inclinlg Spotted Puffbird, Greetailed Jacamar, Blukacked Manakin,
Goldenspangled Piculet, Northern Slafsntshrike, SlatdhneadedTody Flycatcher, Bamgecked
Fruitcrow, YellowOlive Flycatcher, Patgpped Tyrannulet, Guianawarbling Antbird, Southern
white fringed Antwren, Sootgapped Hermit, Redapped Cardinal, Yelleerowned Parrot,
Brownthroated Parakeet and many other amazing birds.

Overnight at Caiman House (B,L,D)

Day 9 Caiman House and Environ&fter an
early breakfast, we will have a chance to do
some birding in the Savanna and forest
patches that surrounds Caiman House. We
will be mainly looking for several of our target
birds including the Crested Doradito, Bearded
Tachuri, Jabiru Stork, Magu Stork, White-
face and Blackbellied whistling Duck,
Pinnated Bittern, Whitgailed Hawk, Savanna
Hawk, Zondailed Hawk, Whitdailed Kite,
(Giant Anteater) Aplomado Falcon and many othgpecies.



